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Q: This is Bil1l Kaiser in Princeton, I11inois interviewing my father
about the effects of the Depression and I'd first like to ask him
what were the conditions 1ike in the 1930's after the 1929 crash?

A: Well, people were effected in different ways. Manig of the wealthy
people became very poor instantaneously, another words they lost
evetything, everything that they had and that they owned and it really
took a toll on them because these people were not used to 1iving a
poor 1ife. And in some cases some of the -- not too many, but some
cases -- the wealthier people were even jumping out of windows they
say, or comitting suicide because they couldn't stand the burden of
1ife upon them at the time. Now the middle class people and the poor
people, by the way that would be where I would be classified when

I was a young fellow, they had to struggle in life already and they
knew what it was 1ike to struggle. Therefore the effect on these
people was not nearly as great because of this reason as it was on the
wealthier people, and they survived and they survived with hard work
and hardships but they did manage tossurvive. However, the poorer
people stru§§led too.

Q: What do you mean by they struggled?

A: Well, for instance in my own case, I can remember my sisters and
myself and my brother, we had to wear hand-me-down clothes, or homemade
clothes, my Dad would fix shoes that were worn out by putting new heels

on them and by:using belting that the farmers used on their conveyor



KAISER, WILLIAM 2

A: belts for soles of shoes. We had our own little outfit where
you'd sole your own shoes, you could do this with nails and in some
cases even thread, and my Dad would fix our shoes in that respect.
People ratsed many gardens, just about 1ike it is today many people

are paising gardens. Butpeople did a lot of canning, they put food
away for the winter, they smoked hams in places, they built places
where they could smoke meat so 1t would be cured and they could keep

it without refrigeration, and they butchered their own meat. Many of
the netghbors would get together and they -- one person couldn't afford
to buy a hog for instance -- so all the neighbors would get together
and they'd buy the hog from the fanher and they'd together again they
would butcher it and then divide up the meat in that respect. They

did a lot of fishing, not necessarily with hook and line, but with

nets to catch fish so that they would have something to eat. I can
recall too where, to heat the house we would go down and pick up coal
along the railroad tracks in gunny sacks and bring-it back home, It
was hard work but we didn't mind because that's what we knew. We

used to cut a lot of wood and burn wood in the coal furnaces, of
course you can burn wood in a coal furnace and that's the way we got
our heat. But it was a conservatjve 1ife, there was no nonsessespending.
Q: What was the Depression, wassthe Depression all bad? Like,
were there any benefits for it?

A: Well, the Depression was bad for -- in most cases. But, yes,
there were some benefits from the Depression. Many good things came
out of it, it's hard to believe, but it's true. People lost homes
but they rebuilt and came back, they lost a lot of items but they
managed to get back on their feet. You might say 1t was just a good
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A: experience or lesson in 1ife, you know they say that experience

is the best teacher. It taught people organization, which is a big
part of anything. It taught them how to make the most of what they
have. It brought togetherness, many families for instance were brought
together, very close families because of this situation. They had

to depend on each other for work and for their fun, their recreation,
they had to make it themselves because they didn't have the money to

go out and spend it. And it brought together families, it made good
close relationships in families you might say. It brought neighborhoods
together -- 1ike I was saying before -- they butchered together, they
raised gardens together, they travelled to work together in car pools
to save money, or maybe they walked together, but it brought closer
relations to netghbors and in this respect it brought the community
together. The communitfes had struggled together on recreations for
their young people, they tried to do what was best for their community
by making their electricity cheaper and in as many ways as possible
getting their pedds paved or fixed up, there wasn't very much pavement
then, but it brought communities together in this respect. It taught
people to conserve. It taught people the value of the dollar, which

is a very important item. Lot of times, for instance, here at home you
might say you call me a tight-wad or your mother calls me a tight-wad,
and I am. But this is the way I was brought up. I was brought up to
turn 1ights out when you weren't using them, I was brought up to put
things away and keep them because you might be able to use them later
on for some: benefit or another, I was taught to know the value of the

dollar, not to just go out and blow it. In this respect it taught
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A: people to conserve and I think helped manyzpeople. Of course,
some people never did learn how to do this. But they had to struggle
harder because of 1t. A1l in all I think in my own thinking it
taught people how to come back after a set back in 11fe and that's
something that a lot ofpeople have to learn.

Q: Okay, thank you very much, Dad, I guess that's about it, thank you.

A: You're welcome.
END OF SIDE ONE

END OF TAPE
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