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Regular Meeting 
Board of Trustees 

Peru Public Library District 
14 August 2025 

6:00 pm 
 
Present:  Jean Carter, Kent Maze, Laurie Moss, Doug Olivero, Larry Sittler, Mike Watts, 
and Bo Windy, along with Co-Directors Melissa Keegan and Emily Schaub. 
 
1. Called to order: President Mike Watts called meeting to order at 6:00 pm. 

 
2. Changes to the agenda: There were no changes to the agenda.  
 
3. Public comments: There were no public comments. 

 

4. Approval of minutes from 10 July 2025 meeting:  Kent Maze moved to approve 

foregoing meeting minutes, second given by Doug Olivero, and upon vote motion 

carried.  

 
5. President’s report:  President Mike Watts called upon Jean Carter and Laurie Moss, 

with both announcing that having been appointed in July to Committee for Review of 

Secretary’s Record, they completed FY2024-25 Audit of Secretary’s records and 

found meeting minutes, ordinances, resolutions, etc. to be accurate, complete, and 

available as Illinois law requires. 

 

6. Correspondence: 
a. Copy of City of Peru, Illinois: Ordinance No. 6966 approving a Fifth Amendment 

to the city’s Industrial Park Tax Increment Financing District Redevelopment 

Area, Plan and Projects and Ordinance No 6967 Approving First Amendment to 

the city’s North Commercial Tax Increment Financing District Redevelopment 

Area, Plan and Projects, both of which had been adopted by mayor and city 

council on 28 July 2025. 

b. Letter of 7 August 2025 from Illinois Secretary of State – Alexis Giannoulis 

explaining legislation enacted by General Assembly and signed into law by 

Governor in aftermath during past 2 years of multiple libraries receiving bomb 

threats has goal of enhancing security at libraries and safety of librarians by 

allowing state library grants to fund: security cameras, silent alarms, and security 

check points. 

c. Letter from LaSalle County Health Department advising that with House Bill 1910 

having been signed into law to require libraries to both have: Narcan on site and 

personnel trained to administer the same, the county health department offers an 

“Opioid 101” class to train staff in Narcan use along with a supply of the drug. 

d. Copies of: letter dated 23 July 2025 from library Co-Directors to Friends of the 

Peru Library acknowledging the generous $11,152 donation, expressing 

appreciation for all of the work in accumulating the sum, and noting gratitude for 
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the many ways the organization has helped the library over the years, together 

with closing bank statement for account maintained by the Friends of the Peru 

Library. 

e. Copy of letter from Sarah Loveland Kreofsky enclosing 2 checks in memory of 

her son, David Kreofsky - $50 donation from Steven and Laura Michelini and 

$200 donation by Sarah Loveland Kreofsky. 

f. A “Monthly Snapshot – July 2025” showing use of Peru Public Library’s new 

Kanopy account patrons may now to access internet video, movies, etc.          

 

7. Librarians’ report: 
a. Budget & Appropriations hearing will be 11 September 2025 at 6:00 pm 

b. Passage of Senate Bill 1550 by General Assembly, which Governor Pritzker just 

signed into law permits Secretary of State to issue monetary grants to enable 

libraries to acquire security equipment designed to keep patrons safe.  Funds 

may be available for security cameras, along with panic alarms, but when such 

grant money may be available remains unknown at this time. 

c. Also passed during spring legislative session and signed into law by governor, 

both: House Bill 42 (authorizing non-resident fee to be paid in quarterly or 

biannual installments instead of a lump sum amount) and 1910 (requiring public 

libraries, during business hours, to have person trained as an opioid antagonist 

to administer Narcan).  Narcan requirement in HB 1910 only mandated in the 

Public Libraries Act. The Public Library Districts Act, governing Peru, IL library 

was not amended, but likely will be in near future.  While, not officially required 

yet, LaSalle County Health Department  

d. Hired: Linda Kleczewski and Flo Witalka as new Patron Service Assistants.  

e. BC Tech company came and got screen projector working again, thereby 
avoiding need to get it replaced at this time. 

f. Community outreach next summer may include doing a children’s story time or 
craft activity in booth at Taste of Illinois Valley celebration. 

g. Co-Directors met with KI Furniture and National Business Furniture for 
preliminary ideas on possible furniture updates.  

h. Trustee Bo Windy showed completed Barn Owl House, which will be on display 
in lobby before being installed in wooded area behind building.  House will face 
south east allowing for warm sun in morning and throughout the day and back to 
west thereby protecting owl from winter snow. 

 
8. Prior meeting follow-up: 

Trustee Bo Windy showed completed Barn Owl House, which will be on display in 
lobby before being installed in wooded area behind building.  House will face south 
east allowing for warm sun in morning and throughout the day and back to west 
thereby protecting owl from winter snow. 
 

9. Financial report: Co-Director Melissa Keegan noted Boss One Carpet delivered the 
boxes of extra carpet flooring tiles, as per their contract, on 12 August 2025 and 
check signed in July by Library Board President and Treasurer was mailed same 
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day. Some special expenses included: Arthur Gallagher for treasurer’s surety bond, 
BC Tech for projector repair, and Ficek Electric for annual fire alarm monitoring.       
a. Approve disbursements for August 2025: Motion made by Kent Maze to approve 

August 2025 disbursements, with second from Laurie Moss, and with affirmative 
vote carried. 

b. Accept financial report for August 2025: Motion made by Kent Maze for 
acceptance of August 2025 financial report, with second by Bo Windy, and with 
affirmative vote carried. 
 

10. Board Orientation – Illinois Public Library Standards: advocacy & community 
engagement, finance & budget, governance & administration.  Co-Director Emily 
Schaub explained this revision of “Serving Our Public 4.0” enables small libraries in 
rural communities to not be degraded by not having the resources to carry on all of 
the activities, roles, and functions carried on by multimillion dollar library facilities in 
urban areas.  

 
11. Action and/or discussion items 

a. Review draft Budget & Appropriations Ordinance for FY2026-27. Co-Director 
Melissa Keegan noted draft was prepared with 3 staff members covered under 
health insurance and funds apportioned to have library’s website be ADA 
compliant by April 2027. 

b. Special Reserve Certificate of Deposit.  CD matured yesterday.  Following 
discussion as to interest rates at different banks in area, Kent Maze moved to 
authorize Co-Directors to open 24 month term CD for 3.80% APY interest rate at 
Peru Federal Savings Bank in Peru, IL.  Second to motion came from Jean 
Carter and on vote carried. 

c. Security cameras.  With possibility of using any future monetary grants for library 
security from Secretary of State under recently passed SB1550 for upgrading 
alarm systems and installation of check points, board decided to proceed with 
purchase of 7 security camera system for which bid had been obtained.  Motion                                        
made by Doug Olivero, second from Mike Watts, and with affirmative vote 
purchase approved. 

d. Security camera policy.  Motion made by Kent Maze to adopt the written Peru 
Public Library Security Camera Policy, second from Doug Olivero, and on 
affirmative vote policy passed and adopted as written. 

e. Approve Intergovernmental Agreement – Peru Midwest Industrial Nexus TIF 
District.  Doug Olivero moved to adopt the aforesaid Intergovernmental Tax 
Increment Financing (TIF) District Agreement, second given by Kent Maze, and 
on affirmative vote motion passed and agreement approved 

f. Staff in-service coming in October 2025.  Plan to have LaSalle County Health 
Department do HB1910 Narcan training. 
 

12. Executive session. 
a. Enter a Closed Session under the Open Meetings Act 5 ILCS 120/2 (c) 

Exceptions (1). Co-Directors Melissa Keegan and Emily Schaub left meeting 
room. 
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b. Vote to begin Closed Session. Jean Carter moved to enter into a Closed Session 
under express exception recognized in the Open Meetings Act. Laurie Moss 
gave a second to the motion, which board members approved, upon voting as 
follows:  Jean Carter - Aye, Kent Maze - Aye, Laurie Moss - Aye, Doug Olivero - 
Aye, Larry Sittler - Aye, Mike Watts - Aye, and Bo Windy – Aye. 
 

13. Scheduling of Special Meeting on Thursday, 21 August 2025 at 6:00 pm: Kent Maze 
moved to have a Special Board Meeting scheduled one week from today, on the 
aforesaid date at usual meeting time of 6:00 pm in the evening.  Doug Olivero gave 
a second and on vote aforesaid special meeting date and time was approved.  
 

14. Adjournment: There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm. 
 

 

Submitted by Larry Sittler / Board Secretary 
 
 

 
 
 


