
 

- 1 - 
 

Regular Meeting 
Board of Trustees 

Peru Public Library District 
11 September 2025 

6:00 pm 
 
Present: Jean Carter, Kent Maze, Laurie Moss, Doug Olivero, Larry Sittler, Mike Watts, 
and Bo Windy, along with Co-Directors Melissa Keegan and Emily Schaub. 
 
1. Called to order: President Mike Watts called meeting to order at 6:15 pm, following 

conclusion of the prior Budget & Appropriations Meeting, which had been scheduled 
at 6:00 pm this evening. 
 

2. Changes to the agenda: Item #7(a) on prepared agenda regarding an estate 
bequest was moved before agenda Item #5.  

 
3. Public comments: No public comments made at this time, but Charles, a/k/a Chuck, 

and Marie (Hiltabrand) Taylor of Spring Valley, Illinois, arrived and were present in 
early part of meeting. 

 

4. Approval of minutes from all meetings held during month of August 2025: the regular 

14 August 2025 meeting, along with special meetings held on 21 August 2025 and 

26 August 2025.  Kent Maze moved to approve minutes from meetings on the 

aforesaid dates, second given by Doug Olivero, and upon vote motion carried.  

 

5. Bequest from Estate of Linda Mae Hiltabrand. Marie (Hiltabrand) Taylor, sister of 
former library trustee, Linda Mae Hiltabrand, together with husband Charles Taylor, 
who live in Spring Valley, Illinois, came to board meeting this evening to present a 
check in the sum of $161,851.20 from Linda’s Estate.  Photo taken of Marie with 
current board members as she presented check and commented briefly as to her 
sister’s life-long interest in learning and commitment to the library as a community 
educational institution. 
 

6. President’s report:  President Mike Watts stated he has served as President of the 

Peru Library Board since 2012 and due to time demands on him in his current 

employment, he has made decision to step away from the position. In accordance 

with the Peru Public Library Board’s governing By-Laws, Jean Carter and Laurie 

Moss, were duly appointed to the Nominating Committee to prepare a slate of 

trustees nominated for board offices.  

 

7. Correspondence: 
a. From City of Peru, Illinois – copy of Intergovernmental Agreement – Peru 

Midwest Industrial Nexus TIF District, with noted changes on page 3 to 

paragraph numbers: 4(a) and 4(c) with revised language, regarding distribution of 

TIF Surplus Funds. 
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b. Copy of “Thank You” note dated 5 September 2025 from library Co-Directors to 

Comer Creations for donation of the constructed Screech Owl House. 

c. Copy of letter dated 19 August 2025 from library Co-Directors thanking Ms. 

Martin for $50 donation in memory of David Kreofsky. 

d. Copy of letter dated 19 August 2025 from library Co-Directors thanking Illinois 

Valley Alzheimer’s Group for $100 donation recently given. 

e. Letter from City of Peru, Illinois sent to library as a Water Utility Customer 

explaining Illinois Environmental Protection Agency requires replacement of any 

water service lines made from lead or galvanized with unknown material and 

explaining that for all non-compliant IEPA service lines needing to be replaced, 

the city will be installing new ones in the future.          

 

8. Librarians’ report: 
a. LIMRiCC in recent meeting found Blue Cross Blue Shield (BCBS) to be best 

available health insurance option for 2026 and will continue to offer 2 plans, 

which eligible library employees may select: PPO1000 or HMO, which are more 

fully explained in the September 2025 written report of the Library Directors, 

which is included in the file record of this.  

b. After installation of second people counter, both main entrance and lower parking 

lot level entrance have electronic technology to accurately track public use of 

facility.   

c. LaSalle County Health Department given permission to set a mosquito trap in 

timberline area along library’s north property line, for needed mosquito testing in 

order to track spread of West Nile virus. 

d. Grant request is being prepared for submission to Starved Rock Foundation.   

 

9. Prior meeting follow-up: 
Security cameras installation work and other pre-requisite matters before use can 
begin. 
 

10. Financial report: Co-Director Melissa Keegan noted expense to Lasalle Publishing 
Co. for publishing legal notice in News-Tribune for Budget & Appropriation Hearing 
and the deposit payment to BC Tech for the building security cameras.       
a. Approve disbursements for September 2025: Motion made by Kent Maze to 

approve September 2025 disbursements, with second from Laurie Moss, and 
with affirmative vote carried. 

b. Accept financial report for September 2025: Motion made by Jean Carter for 
acceptance of September 2025 financial report, with second by Larry Sittler, and 
with affirmative vote carried. 
 

11. Executive session. 
a. Enter a Closed Session under the Open Meetings Act 5 ILCS 120/2 (c) 

Exceptions (1). Co-Directors Melissa Keegan and Emily Schaub left meeting 
room. 
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b. Vote to begin Closed Session. President Mike Watts moved to enter into a 
Closed Session under Open Meetings Act 5 ILCS 120/2 (c) Exceptions (1). Jean 
Carter gave a second to the motion, which board members approved, upon 
voting as follows:  Jean Carter - Aye, Kent Maze - Aye, Laurie Moss - Aye, Doug 
Olivero - Aye, Larry Sittler - Aye, Mike Watts - Aye, and Bo Windy – Aye. 
 

12.  Action and/or discussion items: 
a. Adopt Budget & Appropriations Ordinance 25-26 002.  With a Budget & 

Appropriations Meeting properly held at 6:00 pm this evening and no individuals 
appearing with questions regarding draft Budget & Appropriations Ordinance, 
Kent Maze moved to adopt Budget & Appropriations Ordinance 25-26 002.  
Second to motion came from Doug Olivero and with affirmative vote the 
ordinance was adopted. 

b. Approve the transfer of unexpended FY2024/25 funds to the Special Reserve 
Fund.  Motion to transfer unexpended FY2024/25 funds to Special Reserves                                       
made by Jean Carter, second from Doug Olivero, and an affirmative approved 
transfer of funds. 

c. Certificates of Deposit maturing on 13 September 2025:  Supplemental Services 
CD totaling $13,724.77 plus interest and Special Reserves CD totaling 
$80,906.93 plus interest. Following discussion as to interest rates at different 
banks in the area, Kent Maze moved to authorize Co-Directors using funds in the 
foregoing certificate accounts to open new certificates of deposit with a banking 
institution offering the best rate for a term ranging from 24 to 36 months.  Second 
to motion came from Mike Watts and with 7 votes in favor, motion carried. 

d. Certificate of Deposit maturing on 18 September 2025:  General Funds CD 
totaling $262,780.84 plus interest. Kent Maze moved to authorize Co-Directors 
using funds in the foregoing certificate account to open a new certificate of 
deposit with a banking institution offering the best rate for a term ranging from 24 
to 36 months.  Second to motion came from Doug Olivero and with 7 votes in 
favor, motion carried. 

e. Certificate of Deposit maturing on 25 September 2025:  Special Reserves CD 
totaling $250,000.00 plus interest. Kent Maze moved to authorize Co-Directors 
using funds in the foregoing certificate account to open a new certificate of 
deposit with a banking institution offering the best rate for a term ranging from 24 
to 36 months.  Second to motion came from Doug Olivero and with 7 votes in 
favor, motion carried. 

f. Review and approve Library Executive Director job description. Document 
reviewed and discussed in closed executive session period held during tonight’s 
meeting and trustees preferring not to list a salary range in the job description, 
but to instead state the top monetary amount in the stated range as the offered 
salary, “based on experience.” It was agreed the salary range would be included 
in the job ad. Kent Maze moved to approve the draft Library Executive Director 
job description with the salary language so changed. Second came from Doug 
Olivero and with affirmative vote the board gave approval to this job description. 

g. Review and approve Library Director of Finance job description. Document 
reviewed and discussed in closed executive session period held during tonight’s 
meeting, with no changes made. Kent Maze moved to approve the Library 
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Director of Finance job description. Second came from Doug Olivero and with 
affirmative vote the board gave approval.    

h. Approve Executive Director search: Jean Carter moved that the board give 
approval for initiating a search for a Library Executive Director having 
responsibilities and qualifications outlined in “Library Executive Director” job 
description heretofore approved. Second came from Doug Olivero and with 
affirmative vote the board gave approval for commencing a search for a Library 
Executive Director and will be accepting applications from persons interested in 
position.  

i. Approve revised unattended child policy.  Jean Carter moved that the revised 
“Unattended Child Policy” be approved.  Second given by Laurie Moss and with 
affirmative vote policy duly approved. 

j. Approve Intergovernmental Agreement – Peru Midwest Industrial Nexus TIF 
District revision, which makes change as to payments of TIF Surplus Funds.  
Kent Maze moved to approve the revision in the aforesaid Intergovernmental Tax 
Increment Financing (TIF) District Agreement, second given by Jean Carter, and 
on affirmative vote motion passed. 
 

13. Board Orientation – Sexual Harassment Prevention:  Video shown to board 
members regarding preventing incidents of sexual harassment.  
 

14. Adjournment: There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:45 pm. 
 

 

Submitted by Larry Sittler / Board Secretary 
 
 

 
 
 


